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Sunday after the Nativity: Commemoration of the Holy Righteous David
the King, Joseph the Betrothed, and James the Brother of the Lord
December 27, 2020
Troparion – Tone 4

When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away the
ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: “Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”

Troparion – Tone 4

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were
taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.// O Lord, glory to Thee!

Troparion – Tone 2

Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, to David, the ancestor of God; thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; and thou didst give
glory with the shepherds; thou didst worship with the Magi, and didst receive the news from the Angel.// Pray to Christ God
to save our souls!

Kontakion – Tone 3

Today godly David is filled with joy; Joseph and James offer praise. The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ fills them
with great joy. They sing praises to the One ineffably born on earth,// and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, save those
who honor Thee!”

Kontakion – Tone 3

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One! Angels with
shepherds glorify Him! The wise men journey with the star,// since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little Child!

Prokeimenon – Tone 4

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; / in wisdom hast Thou made them all.
V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great!

Prokeimenon – Tone 4

God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel.

Sunday after the Nativity: Commemoration of the Holy Righteous David the King, Joseph the
Betrothed, and James the Brother of the Lord

The Holy Prophet-King David, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, and Saint James the Brother of the Lord are commemorated on the
Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no Sunday between December 25 and January 1, their commemoration is moved to
December 26.
At an early date, some churches in the East began to commemorate certain important figures of the New Testament at the
time of Theophany, and later during the Nativity season. In Syria, for example, Saint Stephen (December 27), Saints James
(April 30) and John (September 26), and Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) were commemorated near the end of December.
In Jerusalem, the saints mentioned above were combined with a feast that the Jews of Hebron celebrated on December 25 or
26 in honor of the Old Testament Patriarch Jacob. Later on, the Christians substituted Saint James (October 23) for Jacob, and
then the commemoration of the Brother of the Lord became associated with his ancestor King David. In time, Saint Joseph
was linked with Saints David and James.
Saint Joseph the Betrothed was of the lineage of King David. In his first marriage, he had four sons and two daughters. After
he became a widower, Saint Joseph led a life of strict temperance. He was chosen to be the husband and guardian of the
Most Holy Theotokos, who had taken a vow of virginity.
An angel told him of the Incarnation of the Son of God through her. Saint Joseph was present when the shepherds and the
Magi worshiped the new-born divine Infant. On the orders of the angel, he fled into Egypt with the Mother of God and the
Infant Jesus, saving them from the wrath of King Herod. He lived in Egypt with the Virgin Mary and the divine Child, working
as a carpenter. Saint Joseph reputedly died at the age of 100.
Saint Joseph is commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no Sunday between December 25 and January 1,
his Feast is moved to December 26. The Righteous Joseph is also commemorated on the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers.
The Holy Prophet-King David was a forefather of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. The youngest son of Jesse,
David shepherded a flock of sheep belonging to his father. He was distinguished by his deep faith, and he zealously fulfilled
the will of God.
During a battle with the Philistines, he vanquished the giant Goliath in single combat, which decided the outcome of the war
in favor of the Israelites. He endured many things from King Saul, who saw him as a favorite of the people and his rival. David,
however, showed his own decency and magnanimity. Twice, when he had the possibility of killing Saul, he did not do so.
After Saul and his son perished, David was proclaimed king of the southern part of Israel, and after Saul’s second son was
killed, he became king of all Israel. He built a new capital, Jerusalem (“the City of Peace”), and a new tabernacle. His great
wish to build a Temple was not realized. It was foretold to him that his son would build the Temple.
The life of the Prophet David was darkened by a grievous falling: he took Uriah’s wife for himself, and sent Uriah to his death
in battle. He was also an example of great repentance, humbly and with faith bearing the sorrows sent in punishment for his
sins. Saint David gave a model for repentance in Psalm 50/51. King David died in great old age with steadfast faith in the
coming of the promised Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. His divinely-inspired Psalter is widely used in the divine services and
in personal prayers. (See the Books of Kings and Chronicles).
The holy Prophet-King David is invoked by those facing a difficult situation, such as an interview, etc.
The Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord, was the eldest son of Joseph the Betrothed from his first marriage with
Solomonia. The Apostle James is remembered after the Feast of the Nativity of Christ together with his father Joseph and the
Prophet-King David, since he accompanied his family on the Flight into Egypt and lived there with the Infant Jesus, the
Mother of God and Joseph. Later, he returned to Israel with them.
After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint James was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, gaining the great esteem not only of
Christians, but also of Jews. He was thrown from the roof of the Jerusalem Temple because he had publicly preached to the
people about the God-Manhood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Apostle James is also commemorated on October 23.

Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither
received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former
conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But
when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me,
that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem
to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I went
up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the
Lord’s brother.

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young
Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death
all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time
which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice
was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.” Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young
Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by
God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
Service Schedule for the week of December 27 – services will be streamed live
Today – MASKS NOT REQUIRED 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Friday January 1 – Feast of the Circumcision – MASKS REQUIRED – 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Saturday January 2 – MASKS REQUIRED 11:00 Baptism of Nicholas Chaikivskyi and 5:00 PM Vespers with Litya
Sunday January 3 – MASKS REQUIRED 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Weekly Giving

December 12 & 13: 51 adults, 25 youth, $3,706

Parish Announcements

Masks will be required at all Holy Day services. Masks may be worn during any service, even those indicating No Mask.
Upcoming service schedule (Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM):
Saturday December 26 – Masks required
Sunday December 27 – Masks not required

Friday January 1 – Masks required
Saturday January 2 – Masks required BAPTISM service only, no Divine Liturgy will be served; Vespers 5:00
Sunday January 3 – Masks required
Tuesday January 5 – Masks required
Wednesday January 6 – Masks required
Thursday January 7 – Masks required
Saturday January 9 – Masks required
Sunday January 10 – Masks not required
Saturday January 16 – Masks not required
Sunday January 17 – Masks required

Saturday January 23 – Masks required
Sunday January 24 – Masks not required
Church Flowers: If you are interested in donating flowers for a Sunday or Holy Day, please contact Father Volodymyr.
Flowers are placed on both sides of the veneration icon. There are vases available to use for cut flowers.
In order to properly social distance, we ask that parishioners fill the front pews as well as all pews in the church before
congregating in the back. Individuals should attempt to sit in a pew (one at each end) with another individual in order to free
up pews for families. The choir loft is also available for a family. We must be vigilant in trying to prevent the spread of
germs, so please do not attend church services if you have a fever, sniffles, cough, cold, sore throat, loss of smell or taste, etc.
If individuals who attended church services are diagnosed with Covid, the church may need to shut down for a period of time.
Father Volodymyr live streams Saturday Vespers and Sunday Divine Liturgy every weekend, so if you are home you may still
participate in the services on line. Thank you for your consideration and cooperation!
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Parish Council, please speak to Father Volodymyr before December 31.
Upcoming Holy Day services:
Tuesday January 5 – Feast of Theophany – MASKS REQUIRED – 7:00 PM Great Compline with Litya
Wednesday January 6 – Theophany – MASKS REQUIRED – 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Great Blessing of Water
Thursday January 7 – Synaxis of St. John the Baptist – MASKS REQUIRED 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Father Volodymyr is awaiting instruction from the Diocese regarding blessing of homes during Theophany. We will advise
once a decision has been made.
In order to prevent the spread of germs, the Communion prosphora and prosphora after Divine Liturgy will be handed out by
an Altar server. We ask that you receive the prosphora in your hand and not reach for the prosphora on the tray or bowl.
The church has been set up for appropriate social distance seating. However, if you are feeling ill, please stay home. Also,
those age 65 and over are still considered high risk and should make careful decisions about attending services. Father
Volodymyr will continue to stream live Vespers and Sunday Divine Liturgy.
During the pandemic we are grateful that our parishioners have continued to contribute every week so the church can
remain operational. Please continue to pray for everyone’s health and well-being!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

