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January 6, 2023 – Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

 

January 8, 2023 – Afterfeast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Troparion – Tone 5 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation from the 
Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious 
Resurrection.  

Troparion – Tone 1 
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest.  For the voice of the Father 
bore witness to Thee, and called Thee His beloved Son; and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His 
word.  O Christ our God, Who hast revealed Thyself// and hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 

Kontakion – Tone 5 
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying 
the sting of death.  Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,// and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!” 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
Thou hast appeared as a brilliant light and hast illumined with divine rays those who cry to thee, O George.  Pray for us to 
Christ the Master, Who appeared in the waters// to illumine those born on earth! 

Kontakion – Tone 4 
Today Thou hast shone forth to the world, O Lord, and the light of Thy countenance has been marked on us.  Knowing Thee, 
we sing Thy praises:  “Thou hast come and revealed Thyself,//  O unapproachable Light.” 

Prokeimenon – Tone 1 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on Thee! 
     V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just! 
 
January 6 – Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 
1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized by Saint John the Forerunner, 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of 
Illumination and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those who sat in darkness,” and “in the 
region of the shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace.  



In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also is 
revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind.   

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions (Book 
V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the 
Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast.  

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and Saint Gregory the 
Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the 
Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany.  

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which is sung at 
Orthodox services even today. Saint John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for 
cleansing, but “to bury human sin by water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify 
“the nature of water” and to offer us the form and example of Baptism.  

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to 
human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and 
Undivided. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by 
reason, and in human terms.  

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the 
illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible 
only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy 
Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.  

January 8 – Afterfeast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
The second day of the Afterfeast of Theophany falls on January 8.  At Vespers we repeat a hymn which has already been sung 
at Compline for Theophany.  In the hymn Saint John wonders in whose name he should baptize Christ.  Should he baptize Him 
in the name of the Father?  The Lord Jesus Christ already bears Him in Himself.  Of the Son?  He Himself is the incarnate Son 
of God.  Of the Holy Spirit?  Christ Himself sends the Spirit.  

Epistle:  Ephesians 4:7-13 
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  Therefore He says: “When He ascended on 
high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”  (Now this, “He ascended” – what does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, 
that He might fill all things.)  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ; 

Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-17 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee.  And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah 
the prophet, saying:  “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles:  The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
Light has dawned.”   From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Service Schedule for the week of January 8 
Sunday January 8 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 
Saturday January 14 – 5:00 PM Vespers 
Sunday January 15 – 9:45 AM HOURS, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall 



 
Weekly Giving 
January 1 – 40 adults, 6 youth, $7,878 

Parish Announcements 
There will be a Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday, January 10 at 7:00 PM. 

There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for House Blessing.  If you would like Father to bless your home, please sign 
up and Father will contact you to schedule an appointment. 

The Ladies Altar Society will be selling pork dinners to go on Sunday, January 22.  The dinner will include pork, potato, and 
vegetable.  The cost is $10/each.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in Daria Hall on Sunday January 29, 2023.  Please plan on being in attendance. 

The FOCA Club will sell soup during Coffee Hour before the Annual Parish Meeting on January 29. 

Catechism classes will begin this Thursday January 12 at 7:00 PM in the church basement.  Classes will be taught on a rotating 
schedule by Father Volodymyr, John Cassar, Herman Meyer, and Alan Berck.  Everyone is invited to attend, but classes are 
mandatory for those wishing to convert to Orthodoxy.  Classes will be finished before Pascha, at which time the Catechumens 
will schedule services to become Orthodox.   

Please remember to sign-up for on-line giving, if you are interested.  See a member of the Parish Council if you have any 
questions! 

Youth and adults of the parish are invited to Bible Study classes during Coffee Hour.  The classes are taught by Alan Berck. 
 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
Phyllis Eck – January 9 
Noah Meyer – January 9 
Sebastian Godun – January 13 
Tahara Ortiz – January 13 
Have a blessed birthday and may God grant you many years! 
If you do not see your birthday listed above during your birthday week, please let Darice know and she will add it to the 
schedule! 
 
COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE –  
Please remember the Coffee Hour Helpers do not normally bring any refreshments for Coffee Hour, but are 
there to assist in setting up for Coffee Hour.  The host/hostess is responsible for bringing whatever 
refreshments they wish to serve – if desserts are needed please let the Helper know ahead of time as there are 
desserts in the freezer.  Host/Hostess is also responsible for setting up in the morning starting at 9:00 AM, with 
guidance from the Helper, and for cleaning up after Coffee Hour including washing dishes, taking out the trash.  
If you have any questions please contact Melody Stavisky, Alla Strauss, or the Helper assigned to your Coffee 
Hour date.  Thank you! 
 
Jan. 8    Manuel & Lourdes Montiel, Darice Keyes 
Jan. 15    Melody Stavisky, Nina Laushell 
Jan. 22    Sophie Dumas, Melissa Braun, Nancy Mitsos 
Jan. 29    Blake & Jessica Kilgore, Alla Strauss 
Feb. 5    Anna Brasowski, Francine Brady 
Feb. 12    FOCA Club - Breakfast Fundraiser 
Feb. 19    Carmen & Cezar Mateiescu, Darice Keyes 
Feb. 26    NO MEAT  Sami Bachir, Awet Tesfa 
March 5    FAST  Matthew & Nana Barrett, Darice Keyes 
Mar. 12     FAST  Awet Tesfa, Nebiat Tesfa 
Mar. 19     FAST  Alan & Mimi Berck, Francine & Herman 



Mar. 26     FAST  John Cassar, Nina Laushell 
April 2      FAST  Anne Cheslock, Nancy Mitsos 
April 9    FAST  Francine Brady, Herman Meyer, Alla Strauss 
April 16    PASCHA – No Coffee Hour 
April 23    Madeleine Sekulich, Mark McDevitt, Nancy Mitsos 
April 30    Fiyori Habtesilasse, Awet Tesfa 
May 7    Betty Kavchok, Nancy Mitsos 
May 14    Nina Schmidt, Alla Strauss 
May 21    Aftan Chowansky, Nina Laushell 
May 28    Christina DiDonato, Francine Brady & Herman Meyer 
June 4    Darice Keyes, Nancy Mitsos 
June 11    Bill & Margie DiCicco, Chris Kasmer, Nina Laushell 
June 18    FAST  Timothy & Valeria Srock, Awet Tesfa 
June 25    FAST  Alla & Perry Strauss, Christine Waite 
July 2    Alex & Brittani Brasowski, Melody Stavisky 

 


