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Sunday of the Paralytic / Apostle Simon the Zealot 
May 10, 2020 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  INDEED HE IS RISEN!  
Христосъ	воскресе!	Воистину	воскресе!		

Khristós	anésti!	Alithós	anésti! 

Troparion – Tone 3 
Let the heavens rejoice!  Let the earth be glad!  For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.  He has trampled down death 
by death.  He has become the first born of the dead.  He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the 
world// great mercy. 

Kontakion – Tone 3 
By Thy divine intercession, O Lord, as Thou didst raise up the Paralytic of old, so raise up my soul, paralyzed by sins and 
thoughtless acts; so that being saved I may sing to Thee:// “Glory to Thy power, O compassionate Christ!” 

Kontakion – Tone 8 
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou didst destroy the power of death.  In victory Thou didst arise, O Christ 
God, proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,// granting peace to Thine Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection 
on the fallen. 

Prokeimenon – Tone 1 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on Thee! 
     v: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! Praise befits the just!  

Sunday of the Paralytic 
On this day the Church remembers the man who lay by the Sheep’s Pool in Jerusalem for thirty-eight years, waiting for 
someone to put him into the pool. The first one to enter the pool after an angel troubled the water would be healed of his 
infirmities, but someone always entered the pool before him.  Seeing the man, the Lord felt compassion for him and healed 
him.  The Kontakion for this Fourth Sunday of Pascha asks Christ to raise up our souls, “paralyzed by sins and thoughtless 
acts.”  

Apostle Simon the Zealot 
Saint Simon was from Cana in Galilee, and was known to the Lord and His Mother. Tradition says that he was the bridegroom 
at the wedding where the Savior performed His first miracle. After witnessing the miracle of the water which had been 
turned into wine, he became a zealous follower of Christ. For this reason, he is known as Saint Simon the Zealot. 



Saint Simon was one of the twelve Apostles, and received the Holy Spirit with the others on Pentecost. He traveled to many 
places from Britain to the Black Sea, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. After winning many pagans to the Lord, Saint Simon 
suffered martyrdom by crucifixion. 

Saint Demetrius of Rostov says that this Saint Simon is to be distinguished from the Apostle Simon Peter, and from the Lord’s 
relative Simon (Mt.13:55), who was the second Bishop of Jerusalem. 

Saint Simon is also commemorated on June 30 with the other Apostles. 

Epistle:  Acts 9:32-42 
Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda.  
There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed.  And Peter said to him, 
“Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately.  So all who dwelt at Lydda and 
Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.  At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This 
woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did.  But it happened in those days that she became sick and 
died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room.  And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had 
heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them.  Then Peter arose and 
went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, 
showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them.  But Peter put them all out, and knelt 
down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she 
sat up.  Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and widows, he presented her alive.  
And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. 

Gospel:  John 5:1-15 
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, 
which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.  In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, 
waiting for the moving of the water.  For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then 
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.   Now a certain man was 
there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that 
condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”  The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to 
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”  Jesus said to him, 
“Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was 
the Sabbath.  The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed.”  He 
answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’”  Then they asked him, “Who is the Man 
who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?”  But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
withdrawn, a multitude being in that place.  Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been 
made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.”  The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
made him well. 

Service Schedule for the week of May 10 – services will be streamed live 
Today – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Wednesday May13 – 7:00 Moleben to the Theotokos 
Friday May 15 – 7:00 Moleben to the Theotokos 
Saturday May 16 – 5:00 PM Vespers 
Sunday May 17 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Weekly Giving 
May 3 - $2,761 

Parish Announcements 
Happy Mother’s Day to all of our mothers, grandmothers, step-mothers, and Godmothers!  Memory Eternal to all of the 
mothers who have fallen asleep in the Lord. 

Please remember to clean up all Easter decorations at the church cemeteries.  Per the Cemetery By-Laws, all holiday 
decorations must be removed three weeks after the holiday.  There is no rubbish removal provided, so please take your trash 
home with you for proper disposal. 



Father Volodymyr is streaming live all church services on the church’s Facebook page.  After services, the video link will be 
emailed to everyone.  Links to all videotaped services are available on the church’s web page.  Please do not attend services 
until further notice.  Father Volodymyr will keep us advised as to any new directives from the OCA. 

The church still has expenses and bills to pay so please continue to mail your donations to Father Volodymyr.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in these troubling times, and we pray for everyone’s continued health and well-being. 

 

Christ Is Risen!  Indeed He Is Risen! 
Khristos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese! 

 

 


